Unlike other courses, there is little in the way of lecture. As noted in the course description, a project is developed for the purpose of further research by the student into a particular problem first covered in the student’s criminal justice course work. Students should expect to spend more than 20 hours per unit on their project. This project could be a thesis, themed-portfolio, or a digital presentation. The amount of work and information to be presented will be similar across the project types. The process will take place in 4 steps/units regardless of project type.  Each step will involve specific work by the student following the instructor instructions and guidance, followed by feedback from the instructor to further develop the project at each subsequent step. Feedback is tailored to the topic/problem and for the type of project. The instructions and guidance below, assumes that the project will be either a thesis or a digital presentation. This should not be seen as a deterrent to doing a themed portfolio. Themed portfolios necessitate more individualized feedback and guidance on the project proposal and subsequent rough drafts. 
The first step is the project proposal. 
Regardless of the type of project whether it is a thesis, a themed portfolio, or exhibition such as a digital poster (presentation), the topic/problem needs to be determined and clearly and concisely developed. The project proposal is the basis for what follows in the subsequent units, so proper care should be taken to provide as much information as possible in the project proposal. Furthermore, the project (regardless of type) is the means by which students will illustrate at least two (if CJ 299)/three or four (if CJ 499) of the Student Learning Outcomes for the Criminal Justice program.
For reference here are the Criminal Justice Program Student Learning Outcomes (PSLOs) 
1. Demonstrate the ability to use the research methods used in the study of crime.  
2. Demonstrate an understanding of the theoretical and legal foundations of criminal justice. 
3. Demonstrate understanding of the operations of the criminal justice system.  
4. Explain the types of ethical issues and social inequalities, diversity and human rights issues that exist within the criminal justice system.  
Note that there is overlap among the various PSLOs. It is important to draw on knowledge from multiple criminal justice courses related to the problem and context, so that patterns and connections among the subject matter of various courses and the PSLOs are evident. The instructor will help guide the student to ensure that this is evident in the project.



















Week 1-2

Week 1-2: Proposal (Determine topic, method, and criteria for final project)
PROJECT PROPOSAL:
The body of the project proposal should be at least 4 pages (APA format) and include the following information:
1)  Indicate whether you are doing a presentation, thesis, or themed portfolio
2)  Clearly identify and define the problem and/or research statement/question
3)  Provide background information (necessary context) on the problem, which could include:
1. 
A. Historical and/or institutional context as necessary-should be as concise as possible
B. Current status of the problem (provide available data, if appropriate)   
C. Institutional influences, such as laws, political practices, regulations, policies, etc.
4)   Outline what would be the appropriate research methods for examining this problem
5)   Include an annotated bibliography in APA format with at least 3 sources (for CJ 299)/6 sources (for CJ 499), and should include such information as:
A.  Summary of each sources’ (article, book chapter, etc.) main points that are relevant to the problem/topic
B.  Why the academic source is necessary/useful for the project
Defining the topic: As stated in the catalog description, you are conducting an “… original investigation of a defined problem within the discipline.” The topic/theme should be clear and concise. For a successful thesis, a clear and concise thesis statement is necessary. It helps provide focus and direction to the thesis. Similarly, for a themed portfolio, a clear theme is necessary. 
Bardach and Patashnik (2019) suggest guidelines regarding the development of a problem definition:
1. 
1. think in terms of excess or deficit such as describing a problem in as too much or too little of something. Also, if you are able to quantify this in some way, it provides a sense of the magnitude of the problem
2. Make the definition evaluative but avoid words like wrong. Since not everyone will agree with whether what you are defining as a problem is a problem, so it helps to tie it theory such as market failure, institutional or system breakdowns, discrimination, or conditions that arise due to market that function well but still create inequities.
3. Consider diagnosing/addressing the underlying conditions that cause the problem. This can be integrated into the problem definition in a clear and concise way that would then be expanded on in greater detail in the project.
4. Opportunities missed are a special kind of problem that could be considered where creative policy improvements are identified and developed. However, it is important that solutions to a given problem are not part of the problem definition.
5. Avoid using issue rhetoric in defining the problem. Such language can be quite limiting and fraught with ideological or partisan baggage. It is important to think much more analytical about the problem and how it is defined. Issue rhetoric also often suggests causes of problems (and even problems) that do not actually exist. The causes as well as the problem must be real and demonstrably so.  
In terms of scope, it is important to avoid both exceedingly broad or narrowly defined problems.  If the thesis or research question/statement is too broad such as “Sexism has harmful effects on and in the criminal justice system.” This could be factually correct but where do you start?  The criminal justice system is comprised of a multitude of parts: police, court systems and the broader legal system, corrections, etc. and at different levels (county, state, federal)?  You cannot cover all the parts and do justice to the problem or theme in this case.  Narrowing down how the theme/problem will be examined provides more focus: “Correctional facilities and their operations are impacted by sexism, which has harmful effects not only female inmates but also on female correctional employees.”  This is a narrower but not too narrow.  The student could even focus on one the two groups, which would be still a narrower problem statement and yet still not too narrow. Either way, the subject would allow for focus and for an in-depth examination of the theme as it applies to a particular part of the criminal justice system. Furthermore, this topic would allow the student to directly illustrate PSLOs 1, 3, and 4 with this thesis statement.
The approach to the topic, or discussion of the problem could vary by project type.  Themed portfolios and presentations can be more descriptive and analytical that provides an overview of material related in the relevant criminal justice courses but it still starts with a clear and concise definition of the problem. It is IMPORTANT to remember that for a thesis, it is not important whether the research statement is true or false.  Confirming or rejecting the problem or research statement is an important finding regardless. 
For digital presentation or themed portfolio, the research/thesis statement could be framed as a research question, which would still apply to the 3 PSLOs but would be more descriptive in nature. The presentation would be a more in-depth presentation of the theme drawing on various courses and any additional research of the research question highlighting would research has indicated. Since you are not trying to prove a case, it is important to include different research on the same topic, not just what might support a narrow perspective. Similarly, for a themed portfolio, the research question would help frame and direct what you would include in the portfolio from various course but also how you present, analyze, and reflect upon the included information. 
Consider you Audience and/or location: Know your Audience and/or location. The process will be more focused if you decide on a hypothetical (or real) client who has specific needs and will be the primary user of your theses.  If you are doing a presentation or portfolio, audience is also important as this can help you focus your presentation from theoretical to the practical (guided by theory).  Important: Try not to think of yourself as a student, but as being in a professional position. In essence, you are acting in the capacity of the criminal justice expert. Furthermore, except for any reflective element, you should use third person (no “I,” “you,” or “we”,) whereas a reflection section could use first person and a narrative format. Proper citation is still analysis necessary even for the reflexive element of a themed portfolio. Location is important when the problem impacts a particular area or location/organizations such as college campuses. 
The annotated bibliography will be built upon as necessary and will provide the basis for a literature review among other parts of the project. Remember to properly cite throughout the proposal and that the reference section for the proposal is properly formatted.


