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Touchstone 2.2: Informative Essay Draft - Success
In the twentieth century, having a steady paycheck, holding a title in a business card were some of the shallow terms that defined success. The attainment of a goal or wealth is still the definitions of success in many dictionaries. Similarly, gaining wealth, popularity and social position is a definition of success in several dictionaries. However, anyone who has seen a rich person being not contented or a modestly paid teacher feeling fulfilled know that something is left out in the dictionary definition. Success is more than money and power show; it involves building meaningful relationship and achieving goals. 
Personal growth is one dimension of success that is often overlooked. It is the improvement of one’s knowledge and skills. If a person is able to manage their temper, become more tolerant of others and acquire any other complex skill, they have achieved something worth, even if no certificate or paycheck is involved.  Personal development may not translate to visible changes that the world sees and it is easy to miss it traditionally. A lot happens when a student accepts the challenge of difficult coursework and develops into a critical thinker; they understand how to accept criticism. This is an ability that makes a person more resourceful and can be helpful in any profession. Over time, without noticing the changes, the capacity of the student increases due to discipline and self-awareness. Such change take time and may not be easily recognized in the beginning, however, this is the foundation of every success. When success is defined only in terms of outer outcomes like a promotion or award, then that person fails to see the success as inner growth.
Another way to define success is quality relationships. People are social beings and the way they relate to friends, and community determines their level of satisfaction. Having a stable family and community means having something that cannot be acquired using money or status. Imagine two people who earn an equal salary but the only difference between the two is that one is surrounded by caring friends and family while the other is so preoccupied with their job that they do not have any personal relationships. Even though they earn an equal salary, the one having strong support will be seen as the most successful.
Success in the third dimension is defined by reaching one’s personal goals that may not be in line with what society perceives success. Success cannot be measured through an external factor because everyone values something different. For example, marathon runner or a humble builder has defined what does success mean to them. Personalized success is critical since it will make it possible to document the tremendous differences of ambition for humans. A researcher who has recently found the answer to a problem that took year of study finds success much like improved wages. When a parent helps a struggling child to gain self-confidence, they feel success that will never go on a resume.  Success is achieving personal goals depending on an individual's set standards and this makes it consistent across different careers.
Success does not only entail achieving massive wealth or power; rather it implies having meaningful relationships, and achieving goals. When people are successful it is their personal development which has provided them with the inner resources to make it happen. When people are successful it is the relationships which have provided them with the support and shared purpose to make it worth happening. The key issue is that it is no longer about money and title; it is about capability and connection. In understanding success as this, there is nothing wrong in taking money or big jobs for what they are meant for, because they become a part of an instrumentality of improvement, rather than the ultimate goal. Broader conception of success based on growth, relationships, and personal achievement can provide a more accurate but attainable standard by which to measure a meaningful life.
Color-Coding Key: Red text = thesis statement. Green text = topic sentence of each body paragraph.

Think About Your Writing
1. What is the importance behind your paper? What importance do your writing have to the readers?
I decided to write about success because so many people, including students, who juggle school, work, and family measure their worth against a narrow standard (money or title) and feel as though they are not making the cut.  Readers must care because a more comprehensive definition of success that incorporates growth and relationships, as well as individual goals, provides a more truthful and easier means to assess a meaningful life.
2. Which areas of your draft do you think will need the most changes?
The body paragraph concerning personal growth seems to lack variety as many sentences share the same subject and verb. The conclusion may also be improved so that it becomes more concise in summarizing the three key points rather than restating them as seen in the introduction.
3. Consider your strengths as well as your weaknesses as you self-reflect. How will you use your strengths and improve your weaknesses in the next essay?
This draft is organized, and this is a strength of the draft. One idea is addressed in each body paragraph and clearly connected back to the thesis. One weakness is that there are times when I think that the connection between paragraphs can be jarring, with you jumping from one dimension of success to another without a link sentence. For my essays in the future, I can draft a transition sentence at the beginning of every new paragraph that does the linking and continue with a paragraph-by-paragraph focus.
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