Capstone Change Project: Literature Evaluation Table - Rubric

Criterion

Finalized PICOT Question

Finalize a PICOT question.

Literature Search Strategy
Employed

Describe the library
databases searched and the
keywords used to find
research articles.

APA References

Eight peer-reviewed articles
relevant to the PICOT
question are presented in
APA format and include a
working link or GCU
permalink.

Purpose/Aim of Study

Describe the purpose or aim
of each study.

Research Questions
(Qualitative)/Hypothesis
(Quantitative)

Identify the research
questions and hypothesis of
each study.

Design

Explain the type of
qualitative study design.

Setting

Identify where the study took
place, including a description
of the setting (impatient
versus outpatient, etc.).

Sample

Explain the number and
characteristics of participants
in the study.

Methods

Describe the interventions
and instruments of each
study.

1. Unsatisfactory

0 points

A finalized PICOT question is
missing.

0 points

A description of the library
databases searched and the
keywords used to find
research articles are missing.

0 points

A list of eight peer-reviewed
articles relevant to the PICOT
question in APA format,
including a working link or
GCU permalink, is missing.

0 points

A description of the purpose
or aim of each study is
missing.

0 points

An identification of the
research question(s) and
hypothesis of each study is
missing.

0 points

An explanation of the type of
qualitative study design is
missing.

0 points

An identification of where
the study took place,
including a description of the
setting (impatient versus
outpatient, etc.), is missing.

0 points

An explanation of the
number and characteristics
of participants in the study is
missing.

0 points

A description of the
interventions and
instruments of each study is
missing.

2. Insufficient

1.63 points

A finalized PICOT question is
inaccurate or incomplete.

2.28 points

A description of the library
databases searched and the
keywords used to find
research articles are
inaccurate or incomplete.

2.28 points

A list of eight peer-reviewed
articles relevant to the PICOT
question in APA format,
including a working link or
GCU permalink, is inaccurate
or incomplete.

2.28 points

A description of the purpose
or aim of each study is
inaccurate or incomplete.

2.28 points

An identification of the
research question(s) and
hypothesis of each study is
inaccurate or incomplete.

2.28 points

An explanation of the type of
qualitative study design is
inaccurate or incomplete.

2.28 points

An identification of where
the study took place,
including a description of the
setting (impatient versus
outpatient, etc.), is
inaccurate or incomplete.

2.28 points

An explanation of the
number and characteristics
of participants in the study is
inaccurate or incomplete.

2.28 points

A description of the
interventions and
instruments of each study is
inaccurate or incomplete.

3. Approaching

1.88 points

A finalized PICOT question is
present but lacks detail.

2.63 points

A description of the library
databases searched and the
keywords used to find
research articles are present
but lack detail.

2.63 points

A list of eight peer-reviewed
articles relevant to the PICOT
question in APA format,
including a working link or
GCU permalink, are present
but lack detail.

2.63 points

A description of the purpose
or aim of each study is
present but lacks detail.

2.63 points

An identification of the
research question(s) and
hypothesis of each study is
present but lacks detail.

2.63 points

An explanation of the type of
qualitative study design is
present but lacks detail.

2.63 points

An identification of where
the study took place,
including a description of the
setting (impatient versus
outpatient, etc.), is present,
but lacks detail.

2.63 points

An explanation of the
number and characteristics
of participants in the study is
present but lacks detail.

2.63 points

A description of the
interventions and
instruments of each study is
present but lacks detail.
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4. Acceptable

2.13 points

A finalized PICOT question is
mostly detailed.

2.98 points

A description of the library
databases searched and the
keywords used to find
research articles are mostly
detailed.

2.98 points

A list of eight peer-reviewed
articles relevant to the PICOT
question in APA format,
including a working link or
GCU permalink, are mostly
detailed.

2.98 points

A description of the purpose
or aim of each study is
mostly detailed.

2.98 points

An identification of the
research question(s) and
hypothesis of each study is
mostly detailed.

2.98 points

An explanation of the type of
qualitative study design is
mostly detailed.

2.98 points

An identification of where
the study took place,
including a description of the
setting (impatient versus
outpatient, etc.), is mostly
detailed.

2.98 points

An explanation of the
number and characteristics
of participants in the study is
mostly detailed.

2.98 points

A description of the
interventions and
instruments of each study is
mostly detailed.

Total 50 points

5. Target

2.5 points

A finalized PICOT question is
thorough and accurate.

3.5 points

A description of the library
databases searched and the
keywords used to find
research articles are
thorough and accurate.

3.5 points

A list of eight peer-reviewed
articles relevant to the PICOT
question in APA format,
including a working link or
GCU permalink, are thorough
and detailed.

3.5 points

A description of the purpose
or aim of each study is
thorough and detailed.

3.5 points

An identification of the
research question(s) and
hypothesis of each study is
thorough and detailed.

3.5 points

An explanation of the type of
qualitative study design is
thorough and detailed.

3.5 points

An identification of where
the study took place,
including a description of the
setting (impatient versus
outpatient, etc.), is thorough
and detailed.

3.5 points

An explanation of the
number and characteristics
of participants in the study is
thorough and detailed.

3.5 points

A description of the
interventions and
instruments of each study is
thorough and detailed.
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Criterion

Analysis

Explain how the data
collected from each study
were analyzed.

Outcomes/Key Findings

Describe the outcomes/key
findings of each study,
including implications for
nursing practices (summary
of study results).

Recommendations

Describe the
recommendations from each
study.

Connection to PICOT
Question and Capstone
Change Project

Explain how each article
supports your proposed
PICOT question and
Capstone Change Project.

Mechanics of Writing

Includes spelling,
capitalization, punctuation,
grammar, language use,
sentence structure, etc.

Format/Documentation

Uses appropriate style, such
as APA, MLA, etc., for college,
subject, and level;
documents sources using
citations, footnotes,
references, bibliography, etc.,
appropriate to assignment
and discipline.

1. Unsatisfactory

0 points

An explanation of how the
data collected from each
study were analyzed is
missing.

0 points

A description of the
outcomes/key findings of
each study, including
implications for nursing
practices (summary of study
results), is missing.

0 points

A description of the
recommendations from each

study is missing.

0 points

An explanation of how each
article supports your
proposed PICOT question
and Capstone Change Project
is missing.

0 points

Errors in grammar or syntax
are pervasive and impede

meaning. Incorrect language
choice or sentence structure
errors are found throughout.

0 points

Appropriate format is not
used. No documentation of
sources is provided.

2. Insufficient 3. Approaching

2.93 points 3.38 points

An explanation of how the
data collected from each
study were analyzed is
inaccurate or incomplete.

An explanation of how the
data collected from each
study were analyzed is
present but lacks detail.

3.25 points 3.75 points

A description of the
outcomes/key findings of
each study, including
implications for nursing
practices (summary of study
results, is inaccurate or
incomplete.

A description of the
outcomes/key findings of
each study, including
implications for nursing
practices (summary of study
results, is present, but lacks
detail.

1.63 points 1.88 points

A description of the
recommendations from each
study is inaccurate or
incomplete.

A description of the
recommendations from each
study is present but lacks
detail.

1.63 points 1.88 points

An explanation of how each
article supports your
proposed PICOT question
and Capstone Change Project
is inaccurate or incomplete.

An explanation of how each
article supports your
proposed PICOT question
and Capstone Change Project
is present but lacks detail.

1.95 points 2.25 points

Occasional mechanical errors
are present. Language choice
is generally appropriate.
Varied sentence structure is
attempted.

Frequent and repetitive
mechanical errors are
present. Inconsistencies in
language choice or sentence
structure are recurrent.

1.3 points 1.5 points

Appropriate format is
attempted, but some
elements are missing.
Frequent errors in
documentation of sources
are evident.

Appropriate format and
documentation are used,
although there are some
obvious errors.

© 2026. Grand Canyon University. All Rights Reserved.

4. Acceptable

3.82 points

An explanation of how the
data collected from each
study were analyzed is
mostly detailed.

4.25 points

A description of the
outcomes/key findings of
each study, including
implications for nursing
practices (summary of study
results, is mostly detailed.

2.13 points

A description of the
recommendations from each
study is mostly detailed.

2.13 points

An explanation of how each
article supports your
proposed PICOT question
and Capstone Change Project
is mostly detailed.

2.55 points

Few mechanical errors are
present. Suitable language
choice and sentence
structure are used.

1.7 points

Appropriate format and
documentation are used with
only minor errors.

5. Target

4.5 points

An explanation of how the
data collected from each
study were analyzed is
thorough and detailed.

5 points

A description of the
outcomes/key findings of
each study, including
implications for nursing
practices (summary of study
results, is thorough and
detailed.

2.5 points

A description of the
recommendations from each
study is thorough and
detailed.

2.5 points

An explanation of how each
article supports your
proposed PICOT question
and Capstone Change Project
is thorough and detailed.

3 points

No mechanical errors are
present. Appropriate
language choice and
sentence structure are used
throughout.

2 points

No errors in formatting or
documentation are present.
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