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IDS Class Discussion 3 Assignment
An examination of the Scottish witch hunt map and myths about Helen Keller shows how much history is about bias rather than the truth. The article about the witch hunt highlights several issues related to diversity: the fact that women were targeted five times more than men in these hunts and the perception that women who are assertive or independent are dangerous and should be controlled (Solly, 2019). Isobel Young’s personality largely seen as unsuitable because of her outspoken and argumentative nature show the way in which gender roles and expectations shaped who was seen as threatening (Solly, 2019). Like Boyman’s story in which healing practices and claims to communicate with spirits, reflect how women’s knowledge and spirituality were criminalized when not endorsed by Religion (Solly, 2019).
In the article Keller, the intersection of disability and gender is illustrated through how her story was filtered through ableist assumptions. Before Anne Sullivan met Keller, her family and the society questioned her intelligence and ability to communicate, although she was already communicating meaningfully (Eschner, 2017). Critics dismissed her political activism (as well) claiming her socialist views were influenced by her disability and not by her own conviction (Eschner, 2017). Eschner (2017) reported that her family restricted her romantic life, believing a deaf-blind woman should not get married or have kids.
These materials show that history is not a neutral phenomenon, but recorded and interpreted by those in power. The identity markers of a person namely gender, disability, and social class determined whose voice was trusted, who was protected, and whose voice was persecuted. Becoming aware of this pattern helps to assess the truth of whose stories have been distorted.
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