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Instructions are the texts that tell the readers how to do something. They explain how to assemble something, how to operate something, how to repair something, or how to service something. Descriptions tell the readers what something is/does without requiring any action — covering definitions, mechanism descriptions, and process descriptions. The instructions are structured as follows: Introduction, Safety Notes, Technical Background, Equipment Needed, and Step-By-Step Instructions. The descriptions run as Definition, Overview, Component, Explanation, Visuals, Conclusion, References. Both open with an orienting section and utilize visuals. However, instructions develop toward an action sequence, while descriptions develop toward an explanatory picture. The style of language also differs: the imperative mood is used in instructions (“Remove the valve stem caps”) to make it clear who performs what action, whereas descriptions employ objective, present-tense language with concrete, measurable details like size, material, and texture. The instructions contain a graduated safety hierarchy of notes, cautions, warnings, and danger, which are provided before the relevant steps, since missing a step can lead to harm. Descriptions do not have this safety structure that works in real-time. In the end, both have requirements for clarity and awareness of their audience but differ in purpose, structure, and grammar.

