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Selecting Socially Valid Target Behaviors
Summary of Scenario Selected
When homework is handed in to him in Math class, Rowan leaves the class. His educator suspects that the setting of achievement tasks may sustain Rowan's exit from the classroom. The systematic introduction, withdrawal, and reintroduction of academic task conditions can be used to investigate this hypothesis in a withdrawal design (ABAB). Changes in Rowan's behavior will assist in identifying if there is a functional relationship between leaving the classroom and academic demands.
Independent and Dependent Variables.
Independent Variable
An independent variable is the factor that is systematically changed by the researcher to find out if it causes a change in an intended behavior. These could be in relation to challenges in learning, reinforcement, or classroom setup.
In this case, presentation and removal of Academic task demands would be the independent variable. In the withdrawal design, the researcher may study any number of changes in Rowan's classroom when the academic demands are presented and then withdrawn.
Dependent Variable
A dependent variable is observed and measured behavior to which some outcome is said to change when people change their behavior and attempt to cause a change in that behavior (the independent variable). These can range from the number of times someone does not show up to class to how long it takes him to finish a homework task or how many timely queries for help he makes.
The response variable is the number of students who leave Rowan's classroom. As delivery-oriented, it is defined as a student who moves his feet outside the boundaries of the Math classroom without permission within 30 seconds after the assignment is put on his desk during academic time. Walking through the door and into the hallway is an occurrence after a worksheet is handed out. Nonexamples are not getting up, seeking assistance, or requesting a break when appropriate. This definition is a positive one (dead-man's test) because it is based on observation of behavior rather than lack of behavior.
Social Validity
Social validity involves the social value of the goals of intervention, the acceptability of the intervention procedure, and the meaningfulness of the intervention results to the individual and other members of their society who are influenced by the intervention (Huntington et al., 2023). The target behavior which is leaving Math class, is socially valid because it can impede Rowan's involvement with Math instruction, academic activities, and participation in the classroom. An example of a socially acceptable outcome could be that Rowan stays in class, finishes their homework, or gets some help when they find it hard. A nonexample would be allowing Rowan to avoid all math assignments whenever he attempts to leave the classroom. This would lead to a decrease in pupil absence but would not necessarily have a significant impact on his learning participation. Thus, interventions targeting classroom leaving are socially valid because of the possibility that interventions can enhance Rowan's access to learning and meaningful participation in school.
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