English 112 Essay #1: Writing in the Social Sciences 
Brainstorming Assignment 
 
Directions: Answer all of the questions to the best of your ability to help you plan your first essay. You will not have points deducted for getting answers wrong, so please try to answer every question thoroughly. 
 
1. What is the name of your fictional character and where is the character found (title of the book, film, story, etc.)?  
 
 
2. What do you know about the character from your personal observation of the character (age, gender, history, family life, personal life). Do not give a plot summary here. 
 
 
3. What is the character’s named mental illness diagnosis, who diagnosed him / her, and what symptoms are provided in the work? 
 
 
4. Go to https://psychcentral.com/disorders and look for the mental illness(es) (disorder[s]) provided above.  List/quote the criteria below (with a citation). If you cannot find the specific disorder, make sure to state that as well. 
 
 
5. If you found the matching diagnosis, what within the symptoms provided for the character fit, and what, if anything, does not fit? 
 
 
6. Given what you stated above, do you agree, disagree, or agree with difference (TS/IS ch. 4) the given diagnosis and (briefly) why? 
 
 
 
7. Use (by typing the words of the template from the book and filling in the blank spaces with your own words) at least one of the templates in chapter 4 of TS / IS to express what you noted above (find the textbook linked in the course modules. If you can’t access it, our textbooks are reserved in the Durham Tech. Library).  
 
 
 
 
8. What is significant about how accurate or inaccurate the given diagnosis is with the true clinical diagnostic criteria? 
 
 
 
 
9. Use at least one of the templates in TS/IS ch. 4 and / or in ch. 18 to conclude your overall thoughts about using true clinical diagnostic criteria when creating fictional characters. 
 
 
 
10. Provide an APA style citations for your sources (use the table of contents for APA Reference List) 
in the Little Seagull handbook (find the textbook and APA citation guides in the course modules) to determine what example you need to use to cite the work: 
a. Citation for your chosen short story, novel, movie, or television episode:  
 
b. Citation for the specific diagnosis referenced:

