
[bookmark: _GoBack]You just started working with Matthew and through your role as support counselor with a community adoption agency. The family hopes you can help them begin the process of second parent adoption and assist them with the cost of the process.

Matthew (Husband)
Matthew is a 45 year old male.  He is a gay male and has been married to Trevor for the last three years but together with Trevor for 10 years. Prior to meeting Trevor, Matthew was married to a woman (Beth) and has a teenage daughter by this marriage. Beth and Matthew are not in contact, as she cut both he and their daughter out of her life after Matthew informed her of his sexual orientation. Matthew has a close relationship with both of his parents (Steven & Michelle) and is very close to his father, enjoying regular outings with him like fishing or golf.  Matthew and his mother have had a strained relationship in the past as she found it hard to accept Matthew as a gay man and therefore cut off most communication with him. This has been repaired. He has one brother (Kyle) who he rarely sees. Matthew spends a large amount of his time at work. He has been employed for 22 years at the local supermarket as the store manager.  He usually works 10 to 12 hours a day. He often thinks he should cut his hours back and trust his employees more, but finds it difficult to do so.  

Trevor (Partner of Matthew)
Trevor is a 43 year old male. Trevor and Matthew have a strong relationship, though time is always a problem. Trevor has not legally adopted Sue but thinks of her as his own. He desperately wishes he could adopt her. Trevor is involved with his church (First Christian Church).  Both of Trevor’s parents (Wilson & Cathy) are retired and live over 500 miles away.  As an only child he is close to them and misses them very much, wishing he could see them more often.  He would like to live closer to them but with his partner’s job and daughter’s school this is impossible. He also wishes Matthew would work less so he would have more time for his family. Trevor is just now starting University in order to pursue a Master’s Degree in Education.

Sue (Daughter)
Sue is the 16 year old daughter of Matthew (& Beth).  Sue never sees her mother and hasn’t since she was around 6 years old. She considers her father and Trevor to be her family. She enjoys high school and maintains an A average; though lately this has been a struggle.  She is very involved with school activities such as the band, Future Business Leaders of America, and the Honors Society.  Outside of school Sue has a part time job on the weekends at the grocery store which her father manages.  Sue has several friends but finds it hard to make time for them with all of her activities.  She also feels that her father is never home and does not pay much attention to her because of his work.  Sue and Trevor have a close relationship and try to spend time together; however she is afraid this will decrease as Trevor starts school.  Sue wishes her family had more time to be together and would like to be adopted by Trevor.   

